
Food Insecurity Altert 

A report by FAU indicated that about 2.1 million 

people in Somalia are expected to face food 

consumption gaps, high acute malnutrition, or 

depletion of assets indicative of Crisis. According 

to the assessment by the Food Security and 

Nutrition Analysis Unit (FSNAU), an affiliate of UN 

Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), an 

estimated 1 million children under the age of five 

were likely to be acutely malnourished through 

mid-2020. 

Sustained and large-scale humanitarian 

assistance, which is planned and likely through 

September, is currently preventing more severe 

outcomes in many areas. In the absence of 

humanitarian assistance from October to 

December, however, food security is expected to 

deteriorate.  

Current high levels of food insecurity are driven by 

drought conditions from late 2018 through mid-

May 2019, exacerbated by below-average and 

erratically distributed rainfall during the 2019 Gu 

season (April-June), which began late and finished 

early. The Gu cereal harvest failed in most regions, 

leaving most poor agropastoral and riverine 

households unable to meet their minimum food 

needs given significantly below-average food 

stocks and income from seasonal agricultural 

employment.  

In pastoral areas, the impact of the drought on 

livestock led to a lack of access to milk, and many 

poor households have accumulated large debts 

while struggling to feed their families and rescue 

their remaining livestock.  

Highlights 
  
▪ About 2.1 million people in 

Somalia are expected to face 

food consumption gaps, 

malnutrition, or depletion of 

assets indicative of Crisis. 

 

▪ Sustained and large-scale 

humanitarian assistance, 

which is planned and likely 

through September, is 

currently preventing more 

severe outcomes in many 

areas.  

 

▪ Current high levels of food 

insecurity are driven by 

drought conditions from late 

2018 through mid-May 2019, 

exacerbated by below 

average and erratically 

distributed rainfall during the 

2019 Gu season.  

 

▪ Kenya’s request to delay 

hearing of a territorial dispute 

with Somalia, is accepted by 

ICJ. 

 

▪ Both countries claim 

ownership of an area, almost 

150,000 square kilometers 

(57,915 square miles) off the 

Indian Ocean coastline, said 

to be rich with oil, gas and 

tuna fish. 

    SOMALIA 

    Weekly Bulletin 
    (1 – 6 September 2019) 

http://www.fsnau.org/downloads/Somalia-2019-Post-Gu-FSNAU-FEWS-NET-Technical-Release.pdf


Kenya-Somali Maritime 

Border Dispute 

Kenya is seeking to delay a highly 

anticipated hearing of a territorial dispute 

with Somalia, less than a week before it’s 

scheduled to begin. “Due to exceptional 

circumstances occasioned by the need to 

recruit a new defense team, Kenya has 

sought to have the matter postponed,” 

the Attorney-General’s office said 

Tuesday in a statement. The hearing is 

due Sept. 9-13 at the United Nations 

International Court of Justice. 

Both countries claim ownership of an 

area, almost 150,000 square kilometers 

(57,915 square miles) off the Indian 

Ocean coastline, said to be rich with oil, 

gas and tuna fish. In 2014, Somalia’s 

government went to court to challenge a 

2009 agreement that set its maritime 

border along latitudinal lines extending 

450 nautical miles into the Indian Ocean. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Somalia is committed to the court 

process and will accept the judgment, 

State Minister for Foreign Affairs 

Abdulkadir Ahmed-Kheir Abdi told state-

owned Radio Mogadishu. Kenya said 

Tuesday that it wants the International 

Court of Justice to delay the public 

hearing of the Somali maritime dispute to 

allow for recruitment of a new defense 

team. Attorney-General Kihara Kariuki’s 

office said it had formally requested the 

UN court based at The Hague in the 

Netherlands to allow time for hiring of 

new lawyers. The office declined to 

comment on the status of the initial legal 

team. 

ICJ informed the media that the court has 

duly considered the request made by the 

Republic of Kenya on September 3 that 

hearings due to open on 9 September 

2019, be postponed by 12 months, as 

well as the views expressed by the 

Federal Republic of Somalia in its letter 

dated 4 September, 2019. 
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